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Why extract information from ThruLines? 
 Organize information 
 More accessible 
 Searchable 
 
To see ThruLines 

• Take a DNA test at Ancestry.com. 
• Opt in to see your DNA matches and to be seen by your DNA matches. 
• Link your DNA test to your family tree. 
• Set your tree to be public or private/searchable. 
• Work on tree completeness. 

 
The importance of descendancy research 
How to identify cousins today who lead back to an MRCA (Most Recent 
Common Ancestor)? 
 Find your grandparents’ siblings and children and grandchildren. 
 Find your great-grandparents’ siblings and children and grandchildren. 
 

Tree completeness directly impacts the ability to identify your matches 
and the ability to have a stronger conclusion that you are only related 
through one MRCA. 

 
The structure of ThruLines 
 Horizontal = generation 
 Vertical = lineage 
 
Two types of views 
 Relationships 
 List 
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Organize with ThruLines. 
 

 
 

 
 
Then backfill the ancestors. 
 
Keep adding matches (columns). 
 
One tile! The goal: Add the rest of your 127 ancestors. 
 
Remember, not all DNA matches are in Thrulines. 
 
Remember, not all children of an ancestor have children or have children who 
are DNA tested. 
 
Build an Excel sheet to track your ThruLines trackers. 
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